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[Uitimate Group Test | Loudspeakers £500-£1,200

GROUP TEST & LAB REPORTS: PAUL MESSENGER

LOUDSPEAKERS

From compact standmounts to tall floorstanders - this mid-price group has it oll
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£1,200 per pair R 02084598113 & v

AURUM CANTUS LEISURE 3 SE

Lacquered veneer and a ribbon tweeter for less than you'd expect
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The manufacturer's claim for 8848 sensitivity
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CONCLUSIONS

Good looks and great sound — what more do you want from a mid-price loudspeaker?

he wide variations between

the models provided the

recipe for a most interesting
group test, the results clearly
the advar
antages of
contrasting approaches.

Working up the pi

extruded alloy cz of Crane
Audio's £550 per pair Oceana 5f
makes it arguably the
unusual model in the test group. In
pure performance terms, the
Oceana 5f showed genuine
promise, though bass extensicn is
limited, and some extra enclosure
damping would also help.

AMPLIFIERS

EXPOSURE 3010 £1,000

A beely integrated amp with Exposures
ypicall sweet and involving sound.

SUGDEN A21A £859
Limited power, but this latest version of
2 true classic has debightful resolution.

Harbeth's new NRG2 is a real
departure for the brand
aesthetically and sonically, and if
the latter might have been
smoather, it's certainly muscular,
energetic and involving.

Gorgeous cabinetwork w
many to Quads 211, which mig
have a similar driver |
Harbeth, but represents
contrast in sound character
altogether smoother, but softer
and less vigorous.

Spendors S3e s a
finished and exceptionally compact
near-miniature, with a sound that's
smooth and well balanced, but 2

CD PLAYERS

ARCAM DIVA CD3T £950
Superio reslution and transparency
make an excellent allound player
SONY SCD-XAJO00ES EBOD
Does €0 and SACD toa, the latter in
stereo of sumound sound.

LOUDSPEAKERS AT A GLANCE

Aurum Cantus
Leisure 3 SE

MAKE
MODEL

little limited dynamically and at the
frequency extremes. At the opposite
end of the spectrum, Triangle's
latest ES version of the Antal has
serious dynamic expression, and
ample bandwidth, but the finish is
altogether less luxurious.

Another dramatic contrast comes
ith the Aurum Cantus Leisure 3
SE, which even puts the Quad in
the shade when it comes to top
quality veneerwork and polished
lacquer finish. This chunky and
beautiful standmount's ribbon
tweeter helps create a big, smooth
h laid back but wide
range dynamics.

»> Floor-coupling spikes should have
tightlocknuts, but don': over ighten
these or youll stiip the socket threads.
3> Finding the right place o put the
loudspeakers acoustically i very
important. Make sure you take the time
and woubbe to experiment

Taking the group as a whale, the
Triangle Antal ES arguably takes
top honours for sound guality. It
might not be top-dog for anyone
seeking a warm, smooth ride, but

you'd be hard-pressed to find a
more vital musical communicator
onthe iendly side of

£1,000. Then again, it trails behind
the rest on surface finish and

lounge friendliness -
and cons could be ap

compromise to suit your particular
preferences and prejudices. HFC

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS

> Moving a speaker from a free space
location until s cose 10 3 vall will
substantially boost the mid-bass.

> Expect speakers w imgrove steadily
e the first 100 howrs o 50

> Use decent speker cable, i you
want yoursystem o perfor at ts best

Triangle
Antal ES
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